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Chicago – State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago), Chair of the House Firearm Public Awareness 

Task Force (FTF), has today released the Final Report of that Task Force, which gathered information 

about firearms, including the concealed carry of firearms in Illinois.  The Report can be found at: 

http://www.lashawnford.com/Firearm%20Public%20Awareness%20Task%20Force%20Report%20-

%20Ford-%202013-02-14.pdf.  Responding to debate concerning the meaning of the Second 

Amendment and with countless reports of crimes involving guns, and after hosting two local Town 

Hall meetings- one in Chicago and one in Oak Park- and hearing the passionate views of his 

constituents, Ford introduced House Resolution 550 in the 97
th

 General Assembly suggesting the 

formation of the FTF, and in November 2011 the House overwhelmingly adopted the resolution with 

112 members voted yes and one member voting no. The FTF was therefore formed and composed of 

stakeholders interested in the ongoing debate on the public carry of firearms in Illinois.  The FTF had 

representation from both sides of the political aisle, community leaders, law enforcement agencies and 

other stakeholders from all parts of the state.  The FTF also brought together those who enforce and 

interpret gun laws, those who advocate for the Second Amendment, and those who represent the 

victims of gun crimes from Illinois and other parts of the country. 

 

Besides receiving written letters and reports, the FTF received formal testimony and information at 

two Public Hearings in 2012, in Chicago and in Springfield.  The Firearm Public Awareness Task 

Force Report summarizes the information received by the FTF, including competing testimonials from 

experts on constitutional rights, gun crime statistics, and various concealed carry laws and regulations 

throughout the nation to be considered as Illinois decides the legal framework of any concealed carry 

legislation.  Notably, however, the portion conveying testimony on the Second Amendment as applied 

to carrying firearms in public does not include any perspective from Task Force members on the 7
th

 

Circuit Court of Appeals opinion Moore v. Madigan. 

 

Though formal final recommendations regarding specific concealed carry legislation were not made by 

the FTF, Rep. Ford states, “The FTF now provides this testimony from constituents and experts to the 

House Judiciary Committee to help to respond to the 7
th

 Circuit Court of Appeals opinion.  If there 

must be a concealed carry law, it must protect the residents and visitors of Illinois.”  Ford also states, 

“If there must be legislation allowing the concealed carry of firearms, we must link legislation 
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respecting the Second Amendment to legislation that will decrease violence in our communities.  

There is no place for assault-type firearms in our high-density urban neighborhoods; we must create a 

buy-back program of assault-type firearms and a required annual registration of owners of assault-type 

firearms.  It is also sensible to perform background checks whenever a firearm changes hands, 

including at gun shows.  However, we must do more than just regulate firearms.  Just as we must 

decriminalize or seal some non-violent offenses, we must do more to make our communities safe from 

those who break the law when they illegally carry firearms, and we should increase penalties for those 

offenses.  Finally, I call on the Illinois State Rifle Association and other similar organizations to join 

together with communities affected by violence to decrease the violence by supporting Crisis 

Intervention Centers in our communities. These Crisis Intervention Centers could serve those that have 

been hard-hit by violence, so those affected can heal and people can also get help, including mental 

health assistance if appropriate, for those who are showing risky behavior that could possibly result in 

violence.” 

  

For more information, contact one of Ford's constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in 

Oak Park at 708-445-3673, 5104 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton 

Office Building in Springfield at 217-782-5962.  More information is found at www.lashawnford.com. 
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